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This fountain was erected with the contributions of friends of
Major Archibald Wallingham Butt and Francis Davis Millet, who lost
their lives on the RMS Titanic on April 14, 1912. Both men were
widely known in Washington's cultural, social and political circles.

Millet's work as a decorative artist includes the murals in the
Baltimore Customs House, Trinity Church of Boston, and the
Capitol Buildings of Minnesota and Wisconsin. His paintings are
found in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City and the
Tate Gallery in London.

Major Archibald Butt served as an aide to President Theodore
Roosevelt, and when William Howard Taft became President in
1908, Major Butt continued in the job. Taft had become extremely
unpopular while president, and toward the end of this term
Roosevelt was thinking about running for president again. Major
Butt was torn between his loyalty to these two men and requested
a leave of absence to travel to Europe and relax before being
drawn into the upcoming presidential campaign. 

When the Titanic struck an iceberg, Major Butt stepped into a
commanding role, calming hysteria, and assisting women to the
lifeboats. President Taft was the main speaker at a memorial 
service for his good friend, attended by several thousand people. 

The eight-foot-high fountain is composed of a marble shaft of
simple neo-classical design rising from an octagonal basin of
Tennessee marble. On the south side appears a military figure with
sword and shield representing military valor and Major Butt. On
the north side is a relief panel 
containing the figure of an artist
with palette and brush representing
art and Francis Millet. 

This memorial stands on the
Ellipse, just south of the west wing
area of the White House where
Major Butt had his office.
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Monthly Garden Tours Showcase White House History

White House
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Visitors will have a special opportunity to visit the grounds surrounding the White House this 

summer. Over the years, the eighteen acres that comprise the White House grounds have been

subject to constant change. 

Thomas Jefferson is credited as the first president to create a landscaping plan for the White House.

He is known to have planted hundreds of seedlings in the lawn, although none of Jefferson’s trees are

believed to have survived to the present day. Jefferson also supervised the construction of the east and

west knoll of the White House lawn, known as the Jefferson Mounds. President John Quincy Adams

was also an avid gardener who enjoyed planting seedlings, herbs and vegetables 

during his term in office. 

In 1851, during President Millard Fillmore’s term, architect Andrew Jackson Downing was hired to

create a new landscaping plan for the grounds, adding a circular drive on the south lawn, as well as a

circular park located south of the White House. 

In 1969, Lady Bird Johnson created the first Children’s Garden at the White House. President

Nixon’s daughter was married in the Rose Garden. 

Don't miss your chance this summer to experience the “living” history that abounds in the gardens and grounds of the White House.

On Saturdays, July 9, August 13 and September 17 between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m., visitors can view the Rose Garden, located outside the West Wing, and the Jacqueline Kennedy

Garden outside the East Wing. Garden Tour tickets may be obtained at the Ellipse Visitor Pavilion at 7:30 a.m. on each of the above dates. For additional information, call 

202-208-1631. 

Butt-Millet Fountain

On Exhibit: The Age of the Horse

For more than 200 years, our Presidents have appreciated and admired the horse.

These uncomplaining public servants have been used in time of war, as well as

for transport, sport and leisure.

The White House stables progressed from a single Georgian brick building in

1800 to a huge, mansard-roofed structure built by Ulysses S. Grant in 1871. This

last stable was expanded in 1891 to house 25 horses, a carriage house, tack and

harness rooms and a living area for coachmen. 

The White House horses were eventually replaced by cars and the stables

were demolished in 1911. These majestic creatures have returned to service

from time to time for official ceremonies. President John Kennedy’s body was

carried to Arlington National Cemetery on a horse-drawn caisson.

This exhibit brings to life the many ways Presidential families depended on

the horse for transportation, communication and recreation throughout the

history of our nation.

(Above Left) First photograph of the White House stables, 1890. (Left) President Theodore Roosevelt watches his son, Theodore

Roosevelt, Jr., jump a hunter over a rail fence, 1907. (Above Right) Abraham Lincoln returns to Springfield, Illinois after the close of the

Presidential campaign with Senator Stephen A. Douglas, 1858. (Right) A mounted honor guard and cavalry troops escort President

Calvin Coolidge in his 1925 Inaugural Parade. Photos: Library of Congress

Woodrow Wilson’s sheep graze on the White House

South Lawn, ca. 1918. The National Park Service

assumed care of the grounds during the Kennedy

Administration. Photo: Library of Congress
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WALKS, TALKS AND OTHER THOUGHTS

YourEXPERIENCE
AMERICA

This calendar is sponsored by the National Park Service and the White House Historical Association.

Programs may change due to reassignment of rangers to other duties that serve the National Park Service.

Every effort is made to maintain the schedule as printed. Please contact the Visitor Center at 

(202) 208-1631 to confirm programs and dates. The Center is open daily from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

If you would like to be added to our mailing list, e-mail us at whho_presidents_park@nps.gov.

Interpretive Program

Walking Tour

Video Presentation

Musical Presentation

Special Event

SPECIAL FAMILY ACTIVITIES
“Let Freedom Ring” on July 4
Join the National Park Service’s

“Let Freedom Ring” celebration on

Monday, July 4 between 10 a.m.

and 2:30 p.m. at the Visitor

Center. Special Ranger-escorted

Park walks will be offered at 11

a.m. and 1 p.m. Book readings will

be conducted at 10 a.m., 12 noon

and 2 p.m. Puzzles, crafts and

games will also be offered.

Children of all ages can become

Junior Rangers by completing our

special holiday program. 

No reservations required.

Happy Birthday, 
National Park Service!
On Wednesday, August 25 from 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m., the White

House Visitor Center will celebrate

the National Park Service’s 89th

birthday with festivities and fun 

for all. Book readings, crafts and

games will be available for all 

family members. The

only thing we’ll be miss-

ing will be the cake, but

that won’t stop us from

throwing a big party! 

No reservations required. 

Celebrate the Constitution!
President’s Park will present a 

special program on Constitution

Day, Saturday, September 17, 

“I Signed the Constitution.”

Visitors will have the opportunity

to return to the year 1787 and add

their names alongside the signa-

tures of Benjamin Franklin and

other Founding Fathers. The pro-

gram will be held from 7:30 a.m.

to 2 p.m. at the Ellipse Visitor

Pavilion and will be repeated on

Saturday, September 24 in the

White House Visitor Center.

WALKS AROUND THE PARK

These Ranger-guided walks stop at the many

monuments and memorials around President’s

Park:

A Walk Around the Park – View the

many monuments and memorials

around President’s Park

Gardens and Grounds of the

Mansion – Discuss the landscaping

history of the White House

Footsteps through the Park – Step

through the history of President’s Park

Steps through History – A ranger dis-

cusses the water lines on a Gatehouse,

the “Big Red One”, and other Park

sites

From Azaleas to Zinnias – The White

House Gardens have an array of plant-

ings from A to Z!

Walking through President’s Park –

The White House and surrounding

parklands have many historic tales to

tell 

PROGRAMS ABOUT 
1600 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE

Learn about the White House and 

its important residents:

“Was He Impeached?” – Events in the

life of Andrew Johnson

“Inside the West Wing” – 

The President's workplace and what

else? 

“Crazy or not?” – Mary Todd Lincoln,

the misunderstood wife of our 16th

President 

“Unsung Hero of the Nixon

Administration” – Highlighting the

role of First Lady Pat Nixon

“Presidents and Baseball” – 

Our national pastime

“The Pipsqueak that Roared” – Meet

Teddy Roosevelt

“I'm from Missouri” – Harry S

Truman, a little known, but gutsy Vice

President who suddently became

President

THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Join a Park Ranger’s discussion about the

environs of Washington, D.C.

and the White House:

“Are we there yet?”

– The first transcon-

tinental convoy from

Washington, D.C.

started here

“Before Constitution Avenue” – 

A creek flowed down the busy street

now filled with vehicles! 

“Mr. Lincoln’s Washington” – 

Take a trip through Washington, D.C.

during the Civil War

“The New Capital City” –

Washington D.C. was the third site of

the capital of the U.S.

“Washington's Washington“ – 

It took a part of Maryland and a part

of Virginia to create our new capital

city 

“Where were YOU on August 24?” –

It’s 1814 and the British are preparing

to burn the capital city down! 

MEN IN HISTORY

Join a Park Ranger’s discussion about 

important contributors to our history:

“A General Canters in Silence “– 

A statue of William Tecumseh

Sherman sits atop a horse on a high

point in President’s Park. Who was 

this man? 

“The Man Who Would Be President” –

One prominent American father 

wanted his firstborn son to become

President. Instead, the man died a war

hero. (Joseph Kennedy) 

Interpretive prorgrams are presented by Park Rangers daily, Monday through Saturday, at 9:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. These programs last

from approximately 35 minutes to one hour in length. More detailed descriptions of today’s programs are available at the Visitor Center Information Desk.

Zero Milestone

PULL UP A SEAT!
The video, “Air Force One,” will be screened 

at 1 p.m. on the following Saturdays: 

July 2, 23, 30; August 6, 27; and 

September 3, 24.

The video “Gardens and Grounds of the White House” 

will be shown continually on Saturdays, July 9, August 13 and

September 17.  
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